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Justification 
The goal of USEPQA Recovery Potential (as Screening) (RP/RPS) is to demonstrate a 
systematic assessment of recovery potential of impaired waterbodies in the USA 
(Wickham and Norton 2008, https://www.epa.gov/rps ). Recovery potential, while 
difficult to define precisely, embodies the concept that site characteristics, 
disturbance history, and socio-economic context provide useful information on the 
likelihood of restoration success (Wickham and Norton 2008). RP/RPS are mostly 
focused on watersheds but with some modification can be customized and used on 
individual water bodies (https://www.epa.gov/rps ), such as Utah Lake.  
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USEPA (https://www.epa.gov/rps ) groups diverse factors that can affect waterbody 
condition and the prospects for restoration success into three major categories for use 
in an RPS:  

1. Ecological 
2. Stressor 
3. Social. 

Restoration Potential Screening Metrics  
Ecological Indicators 
A quick superficial review of the key sub-categories for ecological indicators suggest 
that Utah Lake meets almost all of the criteria for low restoration success without 
massive intervention.  The following are the key sub -categories for RPS ecological 
indicators. 
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Stressor Indicators 
Utah Lake also meets and exceeds almost all of the criteria for many of the RPS key 
sub-categories for stressor indicators for low restoration success without intensive 
intervention. The stressor sub-categories are as follows: 
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Social Indicators 
Utah Lake appears to meet or exceed the key sub-categories criteria for social context 
indicators strongly pointing towards low restoration success without intensive, costly, 
and coordinated intervention.  These criteria can be found at 
https://www.epa.gov/rps/overview-selecting-and-using-recovery-potential-
indicators. 
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Recommendation 
It appears that on initial examination, Utah Lake would meet USEPA criteria for a 
waterbody with low recovery potential using RPS. A thorough comprehensive 
evaluation of the recovery potential of Utah Lake using customized and standard 
USEPS Recovery Potential Screening Indicators needs to be conducted. This analysis 
should also include the potential effectiveness of ongoing plans and efforts to help 
restore the lake. 
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